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-

“.'E)L. X_)(I.'“NO. 55.

WASHINGTON,

D. C., SATURDAY

MORNING, JANUARY 29, 1881.---WITH

SUPPLEMENT.

THREE CENTS.

~ IHE BRIGADIERS

p2PPING ON THE TREASURY DOOR

For 8 Small Claim for a Unlicd States Naval
oficer Who Resigned Because He Could
ot Fight Agaimst His State —

A VYery Lively Breeze.

Theevent atihe Capitol vesterday was the de-
e provoked hy the bill for the relief of the
jon of Captnin Page, of the United Siates navy,
the huge balunce of $185.55 due that gem'lcn}an
en he rée-ipmii his commission at the bc-.vmmvns
in order to cast his fortunes with

Wit
T
wh
of the rebellion
« siater Virsinia).
h',?r ‘:‘;ufl\ﬂ]!r.; []ljal- man from the Norfolk Distriet,
o .::~l lil(‘ ball with a statement in hehalfof .t'he
widow,and withthe neual indiscretion of the briga-

divrwhen he

to that he (Page) wounld not, if alive, thank any-
Lody for saying that e would not have gone inio
{he sorviee of his native State had he been physi-
caliy fit to o so.

Mr. Conger opposed i 5
g picture of Captain Tage raising  the sword,
which had Leen given him by Lis conntry, to
sirike down thet country.  [Laughieron the Demn-
ocratic side.}

Mr. Conger, Gentemen laugh and sneer; per-
haps they did the came. Ido not envy :!‘.c smile
ihat exthers over the faces of some genlicmen o
the other side—the smile of derision at :.in- picture
{ have dmwn, ltisa hevoming (-xluhm_t-n ol the
contortions of which the human fuce Is ecapahle
under adver circum=lanoes. {Langhter o the

tae hill, and

Republican side. )

Mr, Conger (continuing) snicl that he hnd pever
heard of 8 proposition o repeal the statute .‘.\'hlf'h
prevented the payment of the [-‘ml_mg claim, ex-
copt the remarks of (e gentioman from R{*n_nu-ky
M. Blackburn ), made inady ertently, he believed,
ths!t when the In-;.-.n-r:muhmir.-‘ftl contiol of both
Houses and the Presidency they woild repeal 1he
jaws “which, and which, sl which,” &c.

|
s Blackburn asked thegentleman not to garble

e recand. s <ome leser lights of the Republican
parts Bad done before him,

A g and running collogquy ensued between
Mes<re Conger and Bluckbnrn as o the preeise
worils need by Mr. Blackbnrn, at the conelusion of
which Mr. Conger finished hisspeeeh in opposition
1 the lall

Mr ioode said that he desired to make & eorree-
fion of the report submitted by the Navel Comnmit-
top, Thitt repoyt stated thal Caplain Page had en-
wered the confederate service. He had not done
<. bt he (Mr. Goode) bad no doubi bhe wonld
have doneso but for bhis sdvanced age. Captain
Faee would not tbank him for representing to the
L merican Congress that he (Captain Page) would
yot have gone into that struggle with his native
Sinte.

Wr. Conger repifed that he would do justice to
the boy who hed done gallont service on the

weters of Take E-ie, and 1o the man who hed been |

toved and respeeted nntil the futal hour had come,
end way thal he believed thot if that man were
glive now the reeollcetion of his associstion with
the heloved flag of his country wonid prevent him
frown ever eoming here and e-kiug for s pitiable
s uf Te=s than SXK),

My, House supported the Lill. 1t was nol the
first 1ime that the gentleman from Michigun (Mr,
voniger had ewled hims=elf hoarse awd had waved
the bloody shirt in order 1o cover the eanse of in-
ypsifoe,

Ms Cox enid that he hud hoped 1her ofier the
election of Garfield there might have been some
winnesty shown by the other side—something bet-
tos than this raging fire over a little approprintion.
It owas a mortification to the Awmerican people that

witer fitteon vears bad elapeed since the end of

ihe war Congress was now debating a bill for the
1liel of & widow whose hn=band had served with
Commodore Perry in 1811 in an unchristian spirit
For sheme ! Theie was not a Christian idea con-
nevted with this sort of debating ; not an idea con-
nected with forgivennes<; nothing that related fo
gennine wanhood or chivalry., A great writer had
suid *“that while you put down a rebellion von
ehould endeavor to bring about good feeling.”
And vet bis friend (Mr. Conges) came here and bit-
terly opposedl this bill, like a sort of Snarleyow.
Wese  these ubnchristiun  itterances to  last
forever 7 Was no  election te pour  oil
wpen the old wonnds 7 The Republicans had, he
knew, & man who would turn ount beller in the
rsidency than thelr represeutatives did on this
Genem! Garficld had said that the mnan who
woutld utter the kind of sentiment which had been
nttered here to<day would have no party or follow-
i s and yet gentlemen were building up his ad-
ministration in advance vpon these obnoxious
doctrines. Whien was the country to have peace?
T time had come when o better and a greater
gpivit should be spread thronghout the cousiry.
ke two seetions could not meet in (hat spirit,
Giod belp the Republic. In conelusion, he made
o elogquent appeal for a cessation of scetional
sloite, whiell was warmly upplandad on the Demo-
e stde.

Wi Chittenden said that this was a rase of
widdow askiug for €130 hopestly dae to her hushandd,
who hiad been an officer of the United States navy ;
thetnited States reliteed (0 pay that debt,
s judgment it did an net which appealed 10

the wanbood outside of Congress 10 see that an- |

Congress shonld pary that debt with double | wThere is no pubiic businessof any importancebe- |

uther
Slesest, [Applense on the Democratic side,]

My, Brazy =aid that hie had been charmed with
the benutics of the specch of his friend from New
Yok Mr, Coxt; but that he esarded this ques-
totias being a question of prineiple, and he was
Bub o b ddriven from the views he maintained by
iy peneralities. fie compared this ease 1o 1he
Denedict Amold, Denediet Armold bad
fuught aobly, bravely, end well, but he had de-
Ithe 8ag of bis eountry in the Uying hour.
Captain Pagze hadd fonght bravely on Lake Erie.
It had beon fur better for him had be died sos-
ng the flog of his country in the glorious
e of Lake Ere than have, in his later yours,
st onahal flar by tepdering & resiemation of
ion in the hour of his country’s peril.
ot the Republican side.] I Congress
ith the principle here, where was it to
£ wownun was to be paid Leeanse she

i T

wa= old pil poor, that was one thing: but if Con- |

Hves wes W opay her beeanse she was the wife of
0 offiver who bad sexigned from his country’s ser-
Ve thit wae another thing,

A Bemoerst Ingnired whether at the time of
apiam Page'saesignation there had been any mle
Ieventing pavinent of the debt (o him.

s34, There was that law recoguized overy-
ieihal he who descrts his countiy's flag o ll;c
ol peril is entitled 10 no respect from that
Anty eferward nnles: what she may give him
* Wy of gratuity. 1should say that the gentle-
wen who broke the Constitution and fed from it
ETE uil the men to hold it up before me. T am
Ubiious never jo hear again the subjeet of the
Southern sebeilion s 1 would fain wipe it out for-
UYC fum my exe-sight and my memory, and |
Y inmy fiends in the South who sask the people
i0da (hiv, “ Do not continme it on the claims cal-
srof this Honse, and keep it o live issne by
vistenils endesvoring to get from the Treasury
which imvelves the diseussion of the
The difference lies precisely there. Iy
1ih you ask the people of the North to close
©oeyes when ileir cars iisten continnally to
fippie at the Tressury door. 1 say lei the
Hion sleep wheve it does sleep.

Ve Handes said that if he were o<ked whether
¢ Rtie willing 10 pay the olaim of a widow of a
=il offieer e should ver y likely make no objec-
ben: bt when genticmen presented bills of this
:‘ IMion, amd said that they were as good n
h as Fepresented by any bond, and ihat
A - Liad hoen done to forfeit any obligation
cHehoahe Soverument was amder, he was dis-
il 0=t i During the war somebody was
Land sumebedy was wrong: someboidy wou,
st The Fourtecnth Amendment was
niof the Nation on that snbicet.
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torernment ad a rightlo visit Captain
“in upon his widow and ehildren,

r Hawley teplied tha Captain Poage hed thi-
»mmntted the erime of treason, and that if
Lol a el chort ol it, it was on account of Lis

Ode. Wik 150 fullow him to the grave?
CF repdied tand be would go to the old

Ve g

= ‘bk 2rean s2id shout Benedict Arnold, that
v -.-.-.~- % ‘?"" tiat was wounded at Sara-
vl preseove i and bnng the rest of his

zd to Xir. Bragg's speech. Bene-
Fhistory faneht arigh!, was s traitor

refers 1o the = wah,"sald that l:uptitm |
Fare was 10 old st the time to enter ithe serviee, |

drew i

Wait gitined whether the genileman Lield |

heip Laild & mouument for his;
winlry, e recalled the story of |

men as Robert E. Lee, Stonewall Jackson, and AL 8.
Johnson adown the long pages of history with
the brand upon them like to that upon the char-
acter of Arnold.

However great the man might be in intellect or
power who tried that would fauil, for great as had
been the leader of the confederate army when he
had led his hest to battle, he had been the greater
still when the war was over, and he had deveted
the remasining vears of his life to the teaching of
the voung men of the land he loved <o well. When
he had perished, all over this land had heen heard
regrets that & good man had fallen, and those re-
zrets, crossing the oeean, eame reverberating back
in every lamuage and tongue, [Applause on the
Democratie side.]

Mr. Reed said that this business of the past was
not to be gol over by fine speeches or labored
eulogium. There had been a great war; that war
had been decided, and the country demanded
| that there should be peace on the subject. Nobody
' desired itmore than the gentlemen on his side,
They were tired and sick of alluding to Southern
rchellion and Southern eclaims, and it was never
their fianlt that the subject was brought up. He
s wanted the Democmey to heed the waming of the
| gentieman from Wisconsin (Mr. Bragg). What
Demoerats and Republicans both wanted, if they
| could have it, was oblivion of the past.

Mr. Wright declared that if the friends of the
i pending bill would withdmw it from the ealendar
he would give the woman a check for the amount
mvolved.,
| Mr, tioodde said that he appreciated the generous
| motives which prompted the gentleman from
| Pennsyivania (Mr. Wright) to make the offer, but
. he wauted the House and the country to under-
| stand that the widow of Hugh M. Page, the hero of
| Lake Erie, was not here begging alms,  She came
| asking the passage of the bill &5 a maiter of simple
| justice. The Governmeut owed her husband for
| gallant services rendered.  The Government owed
| the husband's estete to-day, and if the Government
| pursned the mamin his grave, and said that it
[ wonld not pay the widow, it was guilty of rank
i repudiztion. ” If gentlemen were ready to repudiate
an honest debt, let them take the responsibility,
| and louk out for other debts owing by the Govern-
| ment. .
' No flual action wes taken on the bill.

————

THE SEATLESS STATESMAN.

Hon. James O0'Brien YMakes the teguaint-
I anee of the Doorkeeper.

|  Hon. James O'Brien, who has the peculiar dis-

| tinetion of being the only member of Congress who

| neverdrew or had g seat in that body assigned 1o |

! him, surprised the few people who know him in
cibis city and greatly perplexed the doorkeepers,
who didn’t know him, by putting in an appear-
ance on the floor of the House day before vestenday.
The Hon. James, or * Jimmy,” nshe is better known
among the boys in New York, has spent just five
days in Washingion since his election, and the
only thing that brought him here on the last brief
trip was the carnest cry of the Macedonian House,
of Tennessee, and that other Greek, Sam Randall,
1o come over and help ns" make o guorum.

It may be remarked in this connection that the
majority in this Congress seem (o have a capacity
for makinga great many things, but theirmost able
and herculean efforts have always been devoted to
making # quornm. They can and do make appro-
priations; they ean aidd do make the country grin;
they esn and do make asses of themselves, indi-
[ vidually #nd collectively, with the grcatest ease:
'] but the “ greatest effort of their lives ' is that of

making & gquornm of themselves, Onee in 2 great
| while they achieve one, but such is the wear and
tear to which the individnal intellects are sub-
i jeeted ou snch occasions that most of them shrink
from the perils of close contact with their fellows
andd the eliee communion with the eold tea of the
House restanrant which a “ full” House involves,

Henee it §s, when a great guesiion inveolving a
great principle comes np, that the able incubators
of the great yuestion aforesaid and the great prin-
ple therein embodied bave such difficulty in cor-
valling & gquorum. These atlempts to  do
g0 during the past few weeks, beside

try, have, it must be said (o the credit of Messrs,
Honse, Randall & Co., gratified the curicsity of
their fellow-members by vouchsafing them a
chance to become familiar with the faces of those
two eminent Wall-street operators, Tom Ewing and
James O'DBrien.

Among those who erowded to tire front to obtain
an introduction 1o the distinguished strangers
from Ohblo aud New York upon their appear-
ance on the fioor was the representative of THE
RepreLICAN whose duty it isto capture, corral, and,
if need be, erucify oll interviewable strangers,

Jimmy is & vather prepossessing per<on, with o
cleanly shaved face, a neck like a bull of Bashan,
and abrain that actively convolutes fiom ¢erebrum
to cerchbellum. Noticing the seatless member mak-
ing an effort to secure & resting-place for his weary
gable, our man with rare grace and tact shoved a
stool nuder i, and thus anchored the statesman
for an interview.

& You baven't been here much of late. Mr
O'Brien ?*" hegan our huzzer.,

“*No,” said M. O'B,, - 1 have nor™

“Why ¥ vemured our scribe,

* Beeanse 1 don't like this d—d town. Thereis
uniiing here for an active man to do.
money every hour that 1 remain, so T guess I'll go
Laek 1o the village”

* But what’s to become of the public business if
Congressmen don't stay here and attend toft?”
snid our mau, with great asperity.”

“Oh, the publie business be d—ad,” said Jimmy.

|

| fore Congress. I there was, 1 would be hereto at-
| tendd 10 it but there is none. Now, if T was necded
| tovote for sn spproprietion to improve New York
: harbor or something of that sort, there would be
| smme sense in my siaying here; but there ain't

Aund besides,” glancing up to the gallery, “who
| wants 1o siay here with themn niggers up there
| Lreeding vermin?”

Aud with this earnest expression of profound
opinion the seatless statesman silently stid toward
the depot and took the first train for New York.

- -

Enconrvaging Mounments,

The Sepate Military Commiltee has agreed to,
and ordered to be favorably repoited, Senator
Randolph's bili  providing “that whenever
any monument gssociation or historical society
| shall propose o designate a revolutionary batile-
| tield, not silready commemoritied by a monnment
| completed gand dedieated, and shall have pro-
l cired a charter from one of the United States, or
]
I

| hall have so organized noder State laws asto bea
| corporate body, and shall have commenced o
raise money 1o earry onl its patriotic object, it shall
be entitled to one dollar from the Treasury of the
United States for every dollar aetnally raised by its
own cfforts: Provided, The sum so raised shall not
be less than $10000 and not more than §50000°
No moneys, however, shall be paid out of the
Tres<ury until the de<ign of the propesed monu-
ment shall have been approved by the President
of the United States or by a commission appointed
by him; nor until the moneys raised, together with
the amount from the Treasury, shall be sufficient
| to complete the monument. This bill is intended
| to facilitate the erection of Mmonuments on revolu-
i tionary batilefields,

| 2 — e

'I Nominstions.
|

The President sent the following nominations to
‘the =enate yesterday: George H. Foster, 10 be
United States distriet attorney for the southern dis-
trict of New York: William S. Wilson, col-
i ledtor of internal revenue for the fifth district of
Kentucky; Chavles 11, Priest, of Massachuselts, to
be register of land office, Evanston, Wy, Postmas-
ters—Willinm H. Hayes, at Farmington, N. H.
Heury F. Cutler, Florence, Mass: Sarah E. Rich-
! ardson, Gardner, Mass: Edward F. Whiton, Staf
| fond Springs, Conn: Abraham M. Witmer, Suspen-
| sion Bridee, New York; Leonan! ¥, Hardy, Weeds-
I port, N. Y.; Christopher F. Houser, Lena, Il Isaae
i R, Punkelbherzer, Los Angelos, Cal.
i —_— e ——
I Confirmatious,

The =enate in execulive Bession velerday con-
firmed the folluwing nominations of postmasters: (.
. Stacy, atWest Newton, Mass; B. B, Martin, atWar-

i ren, ROL; LS. Plalt, at Nansatuek, Conng; J. 8.
Derksteesses, at Hontadale, Pa.: T. B. Patton, at
Aloona, Pa.; J. A. McCaleb, ar Mt, Pleasant, Pa.; T.
D. Campbell, al Outawa, Ohio: Georze F. Wight-
man, st Lecon, 1il: T, J. Ross, at Nevadg, [owa: D.
MeDonsld, al Gmand Fork, Dak.

The Senste rejected the nomination of Robert
M. Wallace 1o e Uniled Utates marshal at South
| Carclina.

— -l

No tesnlt in Pennsylvaunla,
| Harmsovre, Pa., Jan. 23 —The eleventh inef-
i feetual hailot for United Stailes Senator was taken
{lo-day. It resulted as follows: Oliver, 63; Wal-
i lnee, 61 ; Grow, 42; Hewitt, 33 Agnew, 1; 3acVesgh,

2: Baird, 1; Phillips, 2, There were but one hun-
| dred and seveniy-eight members present, many

‘ .-.-.: ‘- _‘,.\-.-::n;)- ut faratwoney consideration. He [ ::t‘;:t?ipl;“jr"‘d and gone home. Adjourned until
Sor Lo ML In Wie Soiah whio took his side | ek P —_

Bl (§ ‘“, R =0l e that could Le swid. Tt was i Baried Alive.

i, M2 0 the Lisiory of the English | Npw Onueass, Jan. 28.—A special Lo the Danocrat

CESpeople thata war of words hed enlmi-
B ) ::I';'" Yoger of vadtle. The warof the rebel-
Py : _'_'1_-3':- Lom A ecnviclion of right on

ST G Fe bt wu the othes < de, sending such

b FH

{ from Little Rock says<: Dr. W. H. Boud, a leading
citizen of Saline County, met a horrible death on

{ Thursday by the caving inof a wcll into whieh he
bad descended., He wgsliterally baried alive.

affording & great deal of amusement to the conn- |

1 have lost |

A CELESTIAL SCARE.

MOTHER SHIPTON AND THE PLANETS.

Remarkable Combination to Oceur Next April—The
Earth Threatened with a Scorching—Some
Hard Facts, Showing the Perilovs
Position of Our Planei.

The arrival of the yearwhich Jnecording to the so
called prophecy of Mother Shipton, isto witness the
destruetion of the earth has set many pecple tothink
ing seriously, though publicly they may make the
boldest declarations of disbelief in any such al-
leged prophetic utterances and utter enthusiastic
professions of faith in the perpetual stability of the
earth, It may be contempleted in the plans
shaped by the Creator that the Soler System, hav-
! ing existed in its present form for myriads of cen-
turies, shall go tosmash, like the “deacon’s one-
hoss shay,” all &t once. Noone—at least, noone
who hasg studied Nature's grand code of laws—
would attach any importance to Mother Ship-
ton’s doggerel rhyme foretelling the demise
of the earth were it mnot for the fact
that the exact science of astronomy. whose
predictions are based npon figures warranted never
to lie, wamms us of extraondinary phenomena to
occunr in the heavens during this twelvemonth,
Besides the threatened eollision between the
come? and the sun, which may disturb our system
and render the earth an excecdingly unpleasant
hahitation, there will ocenr within three months
& series of

PLANETARY CONJUNCTIONS,
which wili form & remarkable and unprecedented
combinution. The effeet will be to place seven of
[ the immense spheres of onr system, including the

lsun. in an salmost straight line—XNeptune,
Saturs, Jupiter, and Mercury being ranged
}nn the side of the sun furthest from
!

s, and Venos and the earth toeing the mark on
| thisside. Mercury will be'alittle out of the line,
but near enough to be considered as practically on
{ the same line. It is not the purpose of this article
to create alavm, but merely to set forth astronomi-
cal facts, from which those who take an interest in
our little planet can figure out all the possibilities.
r It will be observed that this combiuation will
cnuse & struggle between the attractive forees of
| the large heavenly bodies involved, which may
© eanse unusual disturbances, Whether this struggle
. will have the effectof deflecting the carth from its
;' coursads a matter of speenlation. By the armnge-
| ment of the heavenly bodies it will he scen that
; the earth will occupy the same relative position as
| the small boy on the end of a line of boys playing
: “whippersnapper.” The lurge planciz on the
other end exerting much greater foree, may send
| the poor earth reeling around out of its course.
| The possibility of such an occurrence way justify
| in a measurea faith in Mother Shipton’s unpleasant
predietion. The effect of this combined attractive
foree, if it has any effect, will be to deflect the
i earth toward the sun. In such an event it is also
| a matter of speenlation whether cuv poor planet
will not get terribly scorched, all the forms of life
| that characterize the present age be withered up,
{ and the earth be peopled anew with
| A RACE OF SALAMANDERS,
| designed by nature to thrive and be comfortable
i under the fiercest rays of the great fiery orb. Eng-
i lnand bhas produced another woman, aboul whose
existence there is no question, whose writings are
| valued as text-books, and 1o whose nlterances are
i attnched the importance of scientific facts, This
| woman is Mary Somerville, who, perhaps uneon-
i seiously, has added force to Mothier Shipton's
prophecy, when it is considered in connection
| with the approaching planetary eceontricities;
| for Mrs. Somerville says: * Yei man is to be barnt
| up, and the elements are to melt with fervent heat
—to be again reduced to chaos—possibly to be ren-
t ovated and adorned for other races of beings.
{ These stupendous ehanges may be but for eycles
in those great laws of the universe where all is
variable but the laws themsclves and He who has
ordained them.”

Mrs. Somerville is not original in this, but only
voices the conclusions of a long line of great stu-
dents of physics. Al of the predictions of
scientists are indefinite as to the time when
the grand cremation is to oceur, Mother
Shipton, being unembarrassed by the ex-
actions of science, has kiodly fixed the year in
which we are to be roasted. There is a unanimity
of opinien in favor of the idea that the earth isto
be annihilated by heat. Now, whether the de-
stroying heat s to be generated from the fires that
have raged barmlessly for centuries in the bowels
of the earth, or our fated planet is 1o be singed by
swinging too near the grest central furnace of the
solar system, is a matter of eonjecture and perhaps
of aceident—one of those designed aceidents, if
such a term can be used, upon which all the great
changes in the universe have depended,

As observad before, when the astranomieal facts
given above, together with the comet’s expected
performance, are considered, there is little wonder
il mapy men wiho would be ashamed to profess
any fith in idle snperstitions <hould give some
serious thought (o the old woman's prophecy.
| Whatever nervonsness might otherwise be appar-
ent under the circumstances isallayved or nentml-
! ized by the fact that if the earlh is destroyed the
whole humanu raece will perish together. There are
no terrors in annibilation when one has a whole
world for company. On the contrary, it would be
terrible to be the ouly smivivor of & eatastrophe
| that swallowed up all other living ereatures

80 fur THE REPUBLICAN's astronomical reporter
bas giverr but 2 genernl statement of what is actn-
ally to oceur, sccording to the foreeasts of learned
scientists, ingeniously combined with hints at
gloomy possibilities. Now he will confine himsel?
to the narrow plane of exact science and give a
raore specific progriunme of Lhe expected celestial
performance. A series of conjuuctions will oecor
between the 2ith of April and the lith of May,
! which will bring the plunets Neptune, Saturn, Ju-
piter, Mercury, Venus, and the earth during the ten
days from April 22 10 May 2in the relative positions
inditated by the following diagram. which has
been carcfully prepared by THE REPUBLICAN S
truthiul astronomical artist. The diagram is not
drawn by scale, as it is intended only to show the
_I relative positions of the planets:

Nepiane %

Salwm w

Jupiter. %

Mars =

Mercury.
SUN. ©
Venus. %

% Usranns.

Eath %

filed, dwells in the shade of a nodding grove,

like the bLald paie of some philosopher turned
heavenward in contemplation of the mysteries of
the starz. At present, however, the approaches to

ever poetry had rushed through the reporter’s soul
was displaced by mere vulgar sentiments, as he
picked his way through slush and snow-hesps 1o

conventional idea ol an astronomer is that of a |

! bald-headed and pairiarchal-looking old gentle-
man with fowing beard and allired in a loose
robe, grasping a chart and guadrant in one hand,

l the sombre portals of the abode of svience. The
!
i

nalia of & well-equipped observatory.
When the reporler arrived there, however'he

pearance differed as widely from that of the con-
vential astronomer as from that of a Japanese

tired, aud wore a beard of a rakish trim, Our

reporter was somewhat disappointed in not being

conducted into the presence of some venersbla

and awful seer, but eancaaling bis feelings, at onece

inquired abosul the coming celestial events which

might produce such terrible resulis to the earth.
NOTHISG BUT HARD FACTS,

The stylish-looking astronomer smiled a depre.
cating smile, and obzerved, * We can only give you
hard facte—things that we ean verify. If we
should be quoted as making predictions or specn-
lations that we could net verify the whole scien
+ tifie world would be down npon us at once,”

The reporter having assured the officer that e was

The reporter invaded the precinets of the Na- |
tional Observatory, where science, pure and unde- |

the Observatory are almost impassable, and what- |

mandarin. He was neatly and fashionably a:. |

'

1

|

]

1
]
i
'
|

! ical purveyor, 10 be su
while the other rests on a big telescope, and sur. |
ronnded with tripods, globes, and all the paraplier- |

! take

was greeted by a polite naval officer, whose ap- | 107 Liverpool, thence to Moute Video, and on ar-

only in search of facts, as facts are harder to obtain
than speculations, he was conducted intgp the
appartment occupied by Professor Frisby, a gentle-
man who resembled the eonventional astronomer
in that he wore a skull-cap. Professor Frisby, hav-
ing been asked to furnish & sufficlent quantity of
hard facts to establish & foundation for a specnla-
tive structure, pulled down & formidable-looking
tomie and ran his finger ap and down severrl
columns of cabalistic signs. ¢ -

“At nine o'clock on the tof the 21stof April”
said the professor, stoppigg his finger, *Saturn
will be in eonjunction with'the sun.”

The finger then resumes its journey down the
column and stopped again,

“At spven o'elock the pext morning Satarn and
Jupiter will be in conjunction.” Anotber move-
ment of the finger. |

“At nine o'cdock that morning Jupiter will come
into conjunction with thesun,” The finger makes
a long scarch among the hieroglyphics.

“On the 2d of May Veuns comes into conjunc-
tion with thesun.” Another pause and scarch.

“On the 11th of May Neptune will be in con-
jnoction with the sun.” The finger moves.

“And on the 14th of May Mercury comes iuto
conjunction with the sun. Uranus will be at right
angles. Yes, sir; we will have a most remarkable
combination of the planets; but asthey will be
ou the other side of the sun, of course we will be
unable to see them.”

“Is there any record of such a thing cver oceur-
ing?™

*1 don't know of uny record. I couldnot tell
you without makinga long calenlation when these
planets were exaetly in this position. It will not
oceur again for thousands of years.”

“What eftect will it have on the earth ¥

¢ No apprecinble effect,” replicd the astronomer.
“The cfleet might be caleclated.”

* Won't this line of planets, with their attractive
forees all opposed to the &irth in one direction, be
apt to disturb our motion ;"'

* The mass, or attractive force of our whole sys-
tem, ifall were pulling one way, would only equal
one five-hnudredth part of that of the sun.  Noth-
ing,” continued the Professor, “ will effect the
equilibrinm of the solar system. The tangential
furees overcome the effect of the sun's attraction.
Eversthing is regulated by the law of compensa-
tion,”

Having obtained these assuring facis the reporier
tock his legve of the Professor and agaiu proceeded
tospeculate. An official astronomer is bound to
faets as rigidly as an official reporter of the debates
of Congress,

The wisdom of such strict adherence to hard
faets is apparcnt. Should i be officially announced
from the Observatory thatthere was danger of our
carth mununing into

A CELESTIAL ENAG .
at some near day, the cffect on the maerkeis, end
upon aii the activities of life, wonld be most de-
pressing, Then, if such a prediction was made, and
it did not come o pass the oflicial astronomer
would find himself belding a very unpleasant
position.  Now that the reader has had set before
him all of the gloomier aspeetsof the case, itiza
pleasure to turn to the more agreeable side of the
picture, and eonsider '_ihe phenomena only as
something which may:lave an effect on our
weather, aud therefore ¢ our crops. Those who
have Muith in the Scripteres will never give head
to any speculation couferning the probable de-
struction of the earth nptil the world has passed
through the millenninm. and the lion and the lamb
have peacefully reclined together on the green
sward. It is comfortable to think that the people
of the earth are (o have a thonsand vears' notice
before the final scene. Many scout the notion that
the planets exert any influence upon
OUR WEATHER.

The exireniely hot summer of 188¢, and the un-
usually severe winter which followed, it may not be
attributable to other than <olar influences, but
many learned men conunect these circnmstances
with the conjunction of Jupiter and Saturn last
spriug, and the fact that Jupiter in peribelion has
came forty milllons of miles nearer the earth than
it has been for eleven years. It may be that the

great planets ronging in line will bring to the | Mechlin lace trimming; Mre. Wallace a black |

earth a golden year, rich with bountiful harvests

and blessed with pence and happiness. The re- |

PERSONAL MENTION.

SOCIAL NEWS OF THE CAPITAL:

Attorney-General Devens’ Reception—The Hop at
Willard’s—Distinguished People Present—
The Events of the Week—An Tovit-
ing Office — Gther Matters.

Attorney-General Devens enteriained at dinner
Iast evening at Wormiey's twenty-five gentlemen,
as follows :

The Chiel Justice, Associate Justices Swayne,
Field, Bradley, Miller, Harlan, Woods, and ex-Jus-
tiee Strong; the Secretary of Siate; Sir Edward
Thormton; Mons., Outray, the French Minister,
and Baron von Schlozer, the German Minister;
treneral Shermnn ; Senators David Davis, Dawes,
Edmunds, Hoar, Pendleton, and Thurmen; As
sistant Atlorney-General Smith ; Mr. Payson, Third
Assistant Secretary of State »Mr. Mulliken, chief
clerk of the Department of Justice; and the fol-
lowing officers of the Supreme Court : Judge Otto,
recorder; Mr. James H, McKenney, clerk; and
Mar=hal John G. Nicolay.

Representative Page, of California, entertained
on Tuesday evening of this week eleven of his
fellow-members at dinner at Welcker's.

The lop at Willard's Hotel last evening was a
brillinnt success. The distingnished patronage of
the house was well represented, and many frem

leading social circles outside were pre=ent by in- |

vitation. Among prominent guests were the fol-
lowing: Senalor, Mis. and Miss Gussie Wallace;

Senator and Mrs, Hemlin, with their uieces, Miss |

Hamlin and Miss Stetson; Senstor and Mrs
Groome; Henator and Mrs, Kellogg;
Senator and Mrs,  MaeDonald: Senators  Jonas
and Sanl-bury, Senator Willinms and ladies: Rep-
resentatives Bayne, Morrison, Phillips; Dickenson,
Hunton, Frost, J. B. Clark, Fort, Chalmerss, and
their wives; Representatives Cochirane, Black-
burnn, Hutchins, Overton, Converse, A. H. Smith,
Beltzhoover, Clardy, Le Fevre, E L. Martin, Phister;
Representative amd Miss Speer; Hons, A, V. Rice,
J. AL, Creswell and wife; Juhn G. Thompson, E.
I3, Bowman, General Jeflries, Mr, and Mrs, Mark
. Flower, Captain James B. Eads, Colonel J. L.
Norton, Count Monteferrand, M. de Suarez, Colonel
J. H. Hersey, H. E. Hamlin, Dr. €. P. and Mrs.

Lyman, Ceptain W. =Stokes Boyd and wile,
Mrs. Ed. P, Harris, Mrs. Rhoda I.o::kmuul.'
Miss E. H. Wile, Mrs. 5. A. Eagleton, Mrs

Barnes: Colonel W_ L. Brown, editor of the New
York News, and wife ; Miss Florenee Rapley, Licu-
tepant J, 5 Sallivan aed wife; Mr. Newton Crane,
Mr. Thomas W, Neill, Mrs. Douglas, Mrs. Fanny
Ranpey, Dr. J. C. Russe, Mr. Richard Stockton,

Colonel James D, Martin, Mr. George O. Jenes, Mr. |

John Stetson, Colonel Wintersmith; Miss Price, of
=t. Lonis; Miss Chalmers, and others.

There were many elegant dresses worn., Miss |

Wallace, danghter of the Senater, was aftired in
pale pink silk e teadne. with fichu and trimmings
of Spanish lace. Mrs, Bayne, of Pittsburg, wore a
ruby brocade embroidered with iridescent beads,
with sleeves and collar of duchesse lace; orna-
ments, dinmonds. Mrs, Bovd, of Baltimore, wife

of Captain Boyd, had an elegani toileite of |
blue satin, boufTant, en féitiae ; embroidered with |

piuk roses and trimmmed with point lace. Misses

Hamlin and sStetson wore dresses of pale coru |

satin, with Paris muslin overdresses, Mrs. Forl, of
Mlinois, was most beeomingly dressed in o deep
claret-colored  velvet, with solitaire dianmonds.
Miss Rose Wheeler wore blue satin combined with
broesde en frafer, with white lace trimmings.
Miss Chabucers, of Mississippi,wore a dress of white
albatross cloth ; ornaments, natural fowers. The
bride of Scaator MacDonald wore & brown silk
dress with crimson fichu, ernamented with paint

lace; her hair was dressed with  erimson
roses.  Mrs. Hamlin, of Maine, wore a lav-
cuder brocade  with  point lace  fichu.

Mis. Groome, the charming wife of the Senator,
wore & blue silk combined with cachemire, with

Lyons velvet dress, with duchesse [ace and dia-
monuds, Her hair was adorned with natnral roses

markable conjunction of the plancts has not been | gnd smilax. Miss Price, & lovely blonde, wore
considered in an astrological view. There &v¢, | pyhy catin and brocade, with Valenciennes lace

perhaps, no limits to the grand possibilities of the
lives of babes who may be fortnnate enough to be
born while the sign fsgo % sky. What its mystic
influences wili be ean only be told by the wizard
who reveals the seerets told by the stars,

A PRACTICA®. APPLICATION,

Whether little or much importance should be
attached to the above isnot for ustosay, butas a
faithful chronicler of cnrrent events Tug ReP: 8-
Licax calls atlention tothe following facts as being
worlhy of eandid considerution at this time :

First. That the present winter set in nearly six
weeks earlier than usnal, and that the extent of
territory covered by snow and frost is double that
ustial in the past.

Second, That the amount of hay, ¢orn, oats, and
other coarse feed which has already been used in
caring for stock is double the guantity usually re-
quired for that purpose to this date,

Third. That owing to the carly and unexpected
close of navigation many scctions were left un-
provided with winter fuel, and thet comn is now
being us<ed in large quantities for thal purpozc.

Fourth. That hay iznow selling at a higher aver-
age price than at any preceding time during the
past twenly years, and that, according to the last
monthly reportof the Agricultuml Department, the
Lay, corn, and oat erop of 1550 was much less than
that of the preceding year,

U"nder such cireumstances shonld winter be pro-
Ionged iuto a Inte spring from planelary influnence
on the earth's surface or other eauses? Farmers
cannot exercise too mach economy in the present
use of feed, which may be nceded o Keep their

' stock alive should such a contingeney ocenr,

The Coercion Bill A;l_ln.
Loxpox, Jan, 28—1n the House of Commons (o-

| night the debate on Mr, Forster's coervion bill was

resumed. Mr. William M. Johnson, the solivitor-
general for Ireland, said the question was whether
the authority of a responsible government

was to be enforced or an  irresponsible
government supersede. Mr. Gladstone urged
the closing of the debate  lo-night,

He also assured the House that the coercion bill
wonld be nved judiciously and reasonably, Asthe
meeting of the Lind League increased so did the
numter of agrarisn ¢rimes.  The goercion bill was
neeessary above all to remedy the failure of the
administration of justice in dealing with sgrarian
crimes.

The debate was then adjouined,
_ O —

Five Haondred YMiles in Five Days,

New Yorg, Jan. 25—At 1053 p. m. Hughes fic-
ished his 500th mile and entered his tent. This is
the first time on record that 500 miles has been
made in five days. Shortly before Hughes lefl the
track Howard returned, and Albert, who wasthird,
made a dash,and at balfpast eleven covered
his 485d mile. At midnight his score stood 4855
miles, giving him second place. The scare at mid-
night was: lluﬁhes. 500 Albert, 485%; Howard,
484; Krohne, 480%;: Vint, 47835 Phtlligs, 425: Cam-

ana, 385. The betting is that Hug

rel place and Albert sccond.

es will take

Captured With Swag.

CHIcAGO, January 28—O0ne of the burglars who
biew open the safe of the Youth Chicago lron &
Steel Works, in the early part of last week, was
captured by a deteciive this morning with #4000

in his possession. The amount taken wasover
10,000, The name of the captured man is with-
held by the public authornities.

—_— ——

ARMY AND NAVY NEWS.

Commander Merrill Miller has been 1elieved
from the command of the Yantic and placed on

whence the white dome of the Observaiory rises | ¢k leave.

Lieutenant-Commander H. C. White has been or-
dered to temporary duty in charge of ondnance
smzj navigation departments at League Islend navy-
yard.

Sailmaker T. B, White bhas becu ordered to the
Colorado, at New York, an the Isi of February, re-

lieving Sailmaker C. C. Freeman, and crdered to
the Trenton, European station, per steamer of Feb-
riary 9,

The ope vacancy on the retired lisi of the army
will be filled by the retirement of Surgeon-General
Bames aud the promotion of Dr. Baxter, chief med»
eral. This change
may not be made by the present administration.

Captain W. A, Kirkland has been relieved from
special duty at Washington, D. C., and ordered to
samge in the steamer Britannie, February 5,

rival there to report for the commandfof the Shen-
andoah.

Sixty dsys leave of alsence bas been
granted to Paseed-Assistant Paymaster S, D,
Hurlbut. The leave granted Lieutenant-
Commander J. B. Coughlan, attached to the re-
ceivi ship Independence, has Dbeen ex-
tended until February 18 next.

The War Depariment has direcied the abolition
of the recruiting rendezvouns in this city. This ae-

: tion is taken because the recruiiing fund for the

army I= runniog low. The reudezvous is sitnated
on F street, beiween Twelfth and Thirteenth

| streels, The order will take effect on Febroary 1

next, when First Lientenant L. A, Mattie, Eleventh
Infantry, who is in charge, will turn over the pab-
lie property in his possession, and then proceed to
SL-E’m] inn., and report to the commanding
general Department of Dukota,

iand dismond solitaires. Her's was one of the

most graceful figures at the ball. No hop of the
sepson previously given has displayed so many
handsome toilets, or so distinguished an armay of
guests,

The Ebbitl House may not enjoy a monopoly of
bridal bliss, but thereare seventeen newly-married
conples sheltered under its hospituble roof. Six of
these came Thurday evening by one train.

Iin the absence of Senator Cameron, who was nn-
avoldably detained at Harvisburg, Mrs. Cameron
yesterday evening entertained the following dis-
tinguished guests, who had been invited to dine
with Senstor and Mrs. Cameron, at Wormley's:
Prinve Camporcali, Count Lippe, Senator Burnside,
Miss Hont, Miss Bayard, Mr. Blair, Mr. Drummond,
Miss Pendleton, Mivs Biddle, Miss MeLane, Misx
Cameron, Mr. Ely, and Mr. Biddle.

M=, Senalor Blaine has recovered from her in-
disposition, and reccived as uwsnal on Thorsday.
Her danghter, Miss Alice, isf strikingly handsome
voung lady, and is greatly admired by all who
bave had the pleasure of meeting her.

One of the most charming ladies to be met in
Washington this winter §s the wife of Senator
Vanece, of North Carolina,
region " has always borne an enviable reputation
for splendid horses and brilliant women. Mrs,
Vanee nobly maintains the reputation of the lat-
ter. She is a Kentuekian by birth, and isa very
handsome woman, with black hair and sparkling
biack eyes—a decided brunente. Her mauners are
easy and gracefitl; she isa fine conversationalist
and a most captivating hostess. It is to be re-
gretted that- one o eminently ritted to adorn her
own home—such a queen of the sefsn—does not
have her own residence in the city, where she
would have a more extended sphere to display
those sovial charms with which she is sorichly en-
dowed.

Miss Binck, of New Casile, Del., js visiting her
brother, LientenantCommander Black, on Six-
teenth street.

Mrs. Kendall, of Binghamton, N. Y., is visiling
her father, Judge Lowe, on Cepijtol Hill. The
many friends of the Jatter will be pleased (o learn
of the improvement in his health, which has been
very preearious daring the winter.

Mrs. Hayes will hold a reception this aflernoon
from three to five o'clock.

Mrs. Hayes' Socinl Diavy.

A beaatiful album or diary, embodying a record I

of all the social entertainments, receptions. din-
ner parties, &e, given at the Executive Mansion
during the administration of President Hayes, has
jnst been eompleted to date by Mr. 0. L. Pruden,
oue of the President's private secretaries. The
album at the close of the administration will be
presented to Mrs. Hayes, The frontispiece isa per-
fect picture of the White House from a southern
view, exhibiting its surrounding beauty in spring
time. The various events which are chronicled
are appropriately decorated with tracinge of
delicate vines, the national colors, &e. The letter-
ing contained in the slbum is simply marvelons,
the various styles selected for the work hormoniz-
ing in eflect with the oceasion for which they are
nsed.

Mr. Pruden bas by this work proven himself pos-
sessed of greal talent, the execution of the entire
record having been pronounced by all those who

have been fortunate enongh to examine it as the |

best and most claborate thing of the kind ever
seen. The work is finished in watercolors and
gilt. Among the prineipal features of the albnm
are the fac<imiles of the menus of the varfous
State dinners. Mr. Pruden is very modest about
permitiing the book 1o be examined, and it is<aid

that he was never known to show it himself.
F—— - .

New York Grand Avmy YMen.

Biscuaxtox, N. Y., Jan. 25.—Al the State en-
campment of the Grand Anay of the Republic yes-
terday the reports of the depariment commander,
the adjutant-general, and the quartermaster were
received and adopted and department officers
elec ted. A grand bauquet was held at Lester Hall
Iast evening, at which speeches were made by
Generals Robinson and Barnmn, Commander Mer-
ritt, ex-Commander L. Coe Young and Corporal
Tanner and others, and 2 poem was¢ yead by
Charles M. Dickinson, of the Repuldican.

THE OXEN RUN TRAGEDY.

Death of Aunile
Tufiieted by Her Brother,

Annie Carter, the colored woman who was ioand

near Oxen Run, on the Iesane Asylum road, badly

beaten &nd in an naconscious condition the morn-

ing of the 16th instant, died at the Washington |

Asylum yesterday from the result of her injuries.
‘oroner Patterson held an antopsy and discovered
that her gkull had been fractured, and will hold sn
inquest to-day at noon in the eightli precinct sta-
tion-house,
It will be remembered that & brother of the
deceased is suspected of being her murderer, s she
was In his company the night preceding the as-

sanlt. He faduced her to go over to Uniontown,
qy stating that her mother was sick and desired to

The *Blue Grass |

Carier from JYujaries

see her. Her husband accornpanied the pair to
the ears, and that was the last he saw of her until
four days afterward, when, becoming at
her absence, he made inquiries which resulted in
his finding her still unconscions at the asylum
and hardly distinguishable from the effectsof the
terrible beating she had recefved.

Meanwhile her hrather, whose name Is Shaw, re-
turned to her husband’s bouse during his absence
and stole a suit of clothes, for which he was ar-
rested by the detectives and sent to jail for ninety
days. As soon as Carter recovered from the shoe
ceccasioned by his bereavemoent he set about find-
ing out who was in company with his wife last, as
aresult of which he secured overwhelming evi-
dence of her brother's guilt,

it will be shown at the inguest to-day that the
woman did not reach her mother's housge on the
night in question, aud that her brother was seen
coming across the Anacostia Bridge about mid-
night alone apd with a basket which the woman
had when she left home. Her pockets had also
been rifled of a small amount of money, showing
that avariec must have been the incentive for the
terrible deed. )

Shaw has been examined as to his whereabouts
on the fatal night, but his storiez are conflicting,
and the police are sure that he alone was the an-
thor of the deed. The woman had remained on-
| eonseious from the time she was Lrought to the
asylum until her death, and consequently no in-
formation of the traosaction could be obtained
from Ler.

The Boers Whip the English.

Loxpox, Jan. 26—In the House of Commons to-
day Right Hon. Hugh Shilders, Secrefary of War,
announced that Sir George Colley telegraphed on
the 2th as follows: * Attack on pess repulsed.
Casunlties heavy, but not yet known. 1 hold eamp
until arrival of reinforcements.” The Secretary of
War said Le believed the English attack had been
Tepulsed.

A dispatch to Renter's Telegrum Company from
! Durban gives the following aceount of the engage-
ment with the Boers: General Colley’s advance
guarid, t‘mwbtinﬁ of a portion of the Fifty-eighth
Regiment aud the force of horsemen. attacked the
Boers' position. The attack was at first partially
succeessful, but sulsequently the Boers were
strongly reinforced and repulsed the British troops
, with heavy loss. The 18 suffered severely.
Both sides maintain thefr former positions.

As to reinforcements wnich Sir Geongze Colley
must now await, the infantry portion of the troops
which arrived at Durban by the Euphmates last
Tucsday are now on the way to Pietermaritzburg
by railroad, but heoce they have 30 miles to
mareh before they can join Genegal Colley. Horses
to monnt the hnssurs who arrived ar the same time
are still on their way from Cape Town.

Twe Southern Fires,

ATLANTA, Ga, Jan, 28 —A fire ocemrred ot West
3 Point, Ga., at one o'clock this morning, burnfng
| the Yonng Men's Library Associgtion rooms and
| about 3,000 books; the stores of Joe! Walker and
s Jacob Freisteben, the banking-hense of W, C. and
L. Lanier, the furniture store of M. A. Dickson,
[ Dazier's eonfectionery, Laniers & Bright's groeery
| Store, and Mss, Winston’s millinery store.  All

o!hes buildings and most of the stocks were in-
| sured.
| Savaxz=am, Ga., Jan. 28— A special dispatel to
tthe Moruing Newe from Tallnhassce, Fla., stoes
| that a fire otcurrea &t ten o'clock this morning at
the carshops of tiie Jacksonville, Pensacola, sl
Mobile Railroad, destroving all the shops of the
| company cxcepl the new enrpenter-shop.  The fire
| originated near the top of the furnace of the foun-
dry. The loss is estimated at from £0.000 to £5,00m,

- + -

Retreat of the Boers.
i Drreas, Jan, 25—A telegram  from New Castle,
! datéd to-day, annonnees that General Sir Geonge
| Calley's artillery opened fire upon the Boers, and
| his infantry then advaneed, wherenpon the Boers
| retreated out of range. i

The Boers had received reiuforcemenis from
Heidelberg, Their foree “P pasing General Colley
numbers between 2,000 and 500, They relurid
| the British fire, but the engagement sceins to have
heen trifling.

S—-—
Fell Among the Philistines.

Point, Fla., arrived here yisterday, and last night
was drugged and robbed in a ssloon in the lower
pirt of the ¢ty of 5530 in checks, $150 ca=", watch
and chain. Andrew MeAleer, a thief, just par-
doned from State’s prison, where he was serving
a twenty-vears' sentence, was toaday srrested and
fdentitied as the thict,
— - - — - -
A Big Defalceation in Michigan.,

Dereorr, Mo, January 2% —A defaleation for
some $5000 or 0000 has just been bronght (o
| Yight inthe Detroit Savings Iank, the oldesi sav-
| iugs institution in this city. The guilty partiesare
two tellers, brothers, pamed Charles G, and  Her-
1an H. Seigler, who have been long employed and
who bave had the unlimited confidence of their
employers.

—_——,— e #—
Excitement ou "Change.

CHRICAGO, Jan. 28 —There was considerable ex-
cilcment on 'Change to-day, with a strong upward
movement in every pranch of irnding and specu-
lative business. There was more interest in the
wheat market, but the grentest rise was in pro-
visions.

-
Too Late.
NasuviLlg, Texx, Jan. 22 —The Stewart con-
! tested-election case, which has ereated =0 much
| talk in connection with the election of & United
States Senator, was decided by unseating Stewar!
in the house by three majority.

- -
Let Us Hope that This is Charley.
PHILADELPHIA, Jan. 25 —Mr. Christian R. Ross,
the father of Charley Ross, says he bas reecived no
letter from Peter MeCallnm, of Aldshorough, Ont,
Ii.!nill:i would Jead him ro thiuk the boy referred (0
< his son.

=
CAPITAL JOTTINGS.

Yesterday the national bank notes received for
redemption amounted 10 $176,000,

The receipts for the Government yesterday were:
Iuternal revenne, SE55.H49.21; customs, $704,539 27,

Senstor Groome vesterday presented a petition
for a pension to the widow of Commaodore Gardi-
ner, late of the navy,

Hon. W. F. Sapp, of lowa,and wife have becen

| sicldenly called to Chieago by reason of the death |

! of Mr=. Sapp’s brother.

’ Governor Foster oveupied General Garfield’s scat

on the floor of the House during the debate on the
! Page relief bill yesterday.

=enator Baldwin, and Representntives Burter- |
worth, MeKinley, Downey, Townshend of Hiinois, |

Thompeson, and Loring called on the Pres<ident

yestenday.

The Senate Finanee Commitiee heard Treasurer |

| Gilfillan on the fapding bhill vesterday. Final ac-
| tion on the bill will probably be 1aken at the regn-
| lar meeting of the commities next Tuesday.
I The Le Fevre investigating committee held a
meeting yesterday, and examined Commissioner
| Le Duc at length touching the needsof the De-
| partment of Agrieniture, modes of conducting,
l costliness, &e.
| TheSenate Commitlee on Privileges and Elee-
I tions held a meeting yesterday, and examined a
i
]

unmber of the Senate employees in relation 1o the |

gul)lil:ulinn of the Chinese (reaties. None of them
new anything abont it
A petition was sent to the House Committee on

the Distriet of Columbia to-day, signed by all the |
cashiers of the bunks in the city of Washington, |

. requiesting that the ith of March next be made a

! legal holiday in the District,

The internal revenue appointments vestenday

| were as follows: Jolin €, Edwands, storekeeper and
gauger, sixth district, Indiana;

| storekeeper, cighth distriet, Illinols; W. ¢. Mont-

| gomery, gauger, eighth district, Minokx,

| The river and harborbill was swelled another

$100 000 yesterday.

this amount $1.600000 is o be expeuded on the
lower and $600,009 on the upper Mississippi River

Senate a communication from the Secretary of Way,
| recommending an appropriation for the erection
of an clevator in the Winder bailding of this city,
used by the Government, and a man to attend to
it. Referred to Appropriations Commitiee,

The internal revenne subcommittee of the House
Commitiee on Ways and Means yesterday sgreed
to prepare a bill embodying the recommendation
{ of the Dommissiouer of Internal Revenue to take
| the tax off of matehes, bank checks, savings bank
| depesits, and all proprietary laxes except on
| perfumery and cosmeiics.
|  Commissioner Williamson, of the Gencial Land
. Office, appeared before the House Committes on
, Public Lands and urged the propriety and neees-
- sity for & re-survey of the publie Jands. The com-
¢ mittee directed its chairman to request the Appro-
| priations Committee to include in the sundryeivil
| bill an appropriation tor this purpose.
| Senator-elect George, ol Missisxippi, has wriiten
| aletter to fenator Lamar indorsing and approving

the latter's vote in the Kellogg case. Mr. George
. substantially takes the ground of res adjndicuta;
| that there must be an end to such contests sonie-
| where and some time, and that when the Senate
declared that Mr. Kellogg was entitled to his seat
that ended the contest,

The President has approved the following: Bill |

making an appropriation of $20,000 fur flling ap,
| draining.and placing in good senitary eondition the
| grounds south of the Capitol along the line of 1he
' old canal; joint resolution girecting the Public
! Printer to furnish cach justice and the clerks and
, marshal ef the Supreme Couri with « copy of the
| Congavsagaod Record, amd the Military Academy ap-
propriation hill,

The bill reported vesterday in the Senale by
Sepator Johnston from the Sclect Commillee on
Contagious Discases of Domestic Animals piovides
! that the Commissioner of Agritnlture shall organ-
| iz¢ in his Department a burean of animal industry,
| and appoint as its chief some competent veterinary
| surgeon,approved by the National Board of Health,
Other detalls of the bill detine the duties of the
officer, &c.

Ex-Governor Marsnail Jewell was before the
! Converse Committee yesterday and testificd at
length, [e denied that the Republican Campaign
Committee had sent out franked political matter,
and stated that they had paid some $10,00 to
$12,000 for postage during the campaign, and about
£45,000 for documents sent by express. Governor
Jowell drew his witiess foes amid milcmie, amonnt-
ing to about §33, and left Lue clity for New Haven
last night.

R —

NEw Yorr, Jap 25 —Willilam P. Brown, of Cily |

Travis AMorse, :

It was voted to give the Mis- |
sissippi River $1.600000, instead of 15060000, OF |

The Vice-President yesterday submitted to the |

CHINESE AS CITIZENS.

C OMMISSIONER

SWIFT'S VIEWS

On the Treaties and the Mongolians in Genera!—
The Subject of Naturalization — It is
Not a Treaty Rizht—An Inter-
estieg Explanation.

Mr. Joln F.Swifl, ou¢ of the commissioners to
negotiate the Chinese treatiey, was recently inter-
viewed by & San Franchoo < irosicle reporter. M.
Swift says, in auswer to one of the guestions of the
reparter: * Of wourse the fhinese question = not
settled by the treaty ; no treaty condd settle ii. It is
now transferred o Congress, whens it belonzs If
Congress wants to do right and relieve us of the
evil, it can do so without violating public iuith
and without jeopanlizing or impeirinz the rishis
of our missionaries and merchants to Ching or in-
Juring our trade with that country. We have now
the matter in our own Baisds, sud no treaty eould
do more.™ '

“Will you kindly state the reasons why the
whole question could not be =ettled by » treaty 7™

“Willingly,” snid Mre. Swift. “'When T was first
approinied apon the commission. and before I had
thorougily considered the matier, I lwagined
such a settlement might be made, end T went at it
with the hope that a treaty might Lo obizsined
which by its own force would stop Chinese im-
1 migration, it 1 scon found that even if the
| Chinese government wonld con<ent that it conld
| not be done, aml that it was injudieiousto try it
| There aze many reasous for this. Inthe st place
| the immigration practically comes fom
| Hong Kong, which is & British port at
{ the mouth of & great Chinese river. No regula-

tions China could make eould spply to that
port, They could aot, in e, be enfivecd. In
the second place, it would have been diffienit—
maost likely impossible—to bave agreed upon the
details of & plan <o as 1o stop i, amd, besides, sneh
details would have to be put in firee, in whole or
In part, by Chinese oMicinis; and these are notord-
{ onsly cormpt, and the plan would seon degene-
| race inw allowing these officinls 1o squeeze money
| out of the nmigrants. In the thind plaee, had we
atlempted o s2op it by foree of the freaty we must,
at our peril, have prodiced a perfecet system in the
first instrument, and every man who bus had any
experience in legislative matfers kuows how diffi-
cult it is (0 make alew that will, without futwre
| amendments, enre any evil

MYPOTIETICAL CASES,
*Itis the experience of the world that legisia-
| five action [o repress any great evil is never sue-
vessful, exeept after repeated suncndments, so that
hed we agreed upon the Sfteon-pa<enger. the capr
| itation tax, or any othér Znown plan, and patic
into the treaty, the moment we ever found it being
: evaded—a mort likely case—and wanted to remedy
t e ovil a new commision must be sent o Peking
i to solicit the Chinese government to help us and
! when it had got there it might find no Rossian
fleet, no Russian army on the horder, ami the
i Chinese officinls in by no means so conceding a
| disposition as we had the goud fosctune tw find them;
| and agnin, a treaty ecould not provide any penal-
| ties for viclavion of iis pouvisions, or any ma-
chinery for enforcing tho-e penaities i
might be al= that even had penalties hoen
Lasked for tn put into the freaty the Chincce
oflicizls wouid no! agree with ns.  They wonhd be
flzhting all the tim« for the infiction of the shight-
| vst pumishment. The power (0 fine or coutiscale
in ship for bringing unauthorized Chinamen wonkl
be a very effective meihiod for enforcing the law,
and prolahiy will be the only one thal will ever do
any good.  What wosld be the e of having the
Chinese agree with us that we might confisente or
tine a British ship? Congress. and Congiess alone,
can do that, ss it can do now if a nmumber of any
kind of passengersin exvess of 2 certain rate fixed
by Cungress for her tonnage are bonght here.”
THE NATURALIZATION OF CHISESE.

“Tt i= said,” put in the reporter, “that the treaty
tends to confer the right of asturalization upon
Chinese.”

“It does no suech thing,” answered M. Swifl,
“That qnestion was tharoughly considered by the
commissioners, o would bave heen provided for
or no treafy made, kad we not completely under-
stoad that nothing of the =ort was provided for.
You have only to rde r<tand the principle under-
lying the ueturaliztion iaws o sce thut there is
uothing in the point. Xaturslization Is nowhera
atreaty right: the most favored nation has no
sucl: treaty with us; even Germans and the Ebg-
lish have no such right : nor have Americans in
cither Germany or Eugland. Indeed, in England
{ereigners cannot be nataralized =o as to hold offics
without aspecial act of Parliament for esch indi-
vidual case, France ellows of naturalization as
the reward for some distingnished pabliv serviee—
such, for instanee, as the esmblishment of a new
industry. Populated conntries nsnully have no
general natnralization lnws, Natoralization is Eept
| by every country as a seserved right to exercise or
not at its will.

WE B0 NOT NATUBALIZE
auy nationality by name, our naturalization laws
woviding jor the admission of white men and
those of Afvican deseent. Not nationality, bus
| color or race, is provided for, and it follows that if
a Chinamen is ‘a white man, or of African de-
seent,” he ean be paturaiized under owr laws,
| Judge Sawyer had decided that the Chinese are
neither one nor the other, and has refused (o nata-
ralize them, while certain courts in the Atlaniie
States have held that they are white men and have
uaturalized them, bt the treaty has nothing to do
with it—no tresiv ever has. On the contrary, we
have heen several yems negotirting with varioas
| European powersto get them to make a (reaty with
! us allowing us to naturalize thelr people: that is
Lo =ay, asking them fo reeogunize the naturalized
citizen as no longer their snbject, and 0 let go
theirbold of him. [ most cases they will not do
s0. fYermany will not, and in some cascs has
seized nod imprizoned ceturning Germans for the
non-fulillment of military duty. To the bestof
my knowledge there i no instauee in the history
of diplomacy where any nation or any power has
sought & tecaty sight 1o denatnralize her <ubjects,
THEATIES ARE MADE
to protect the subjects of & conntry resident in an-
! other countiy, not to allow them to forswear their
allegiance and join that other country ; fur when
that s done they mnst hen ca<t in their lot with
the new coantry and get their protection there. 16
is shisurd to seppose that & power would be juter-
ested i josing its snbjevts. What i1 = interested
in is to have its wmerehanis retain their nationality
i and aliegiance and go and reside inthe iriendly
! nation, trede there, meguire properly, acerue
i wealth, and then come back Pome and spend it
| But if these enst in Lheir Iof with the foreign
cousitry the whole object of the ireaty is Jefested.
We therefore did not psopose this to the Chiness
becanse it was unnceesary. It wonld have been,
| moreover, gratnitously fnsnlting to the J hincse
commissioner 1o sk them te agree in the solemn
treaty to what wonld have been in eifect an ad-
missions on their pact that their eitizen: were not
fit to become subjectsof thiscountry,  Toask them
| 1o dothat, and atthesame time to presesvel he same
! privileges we now have in China, wonld have
shown usto bhave been neither good lawyers nor
goad diplomats. You may depend wpon it that
had we not been Mlly convinewd that we were giv-
ing no right of namralization o the Chines wa
: would have made the point and jusisted npon 1.
WIIAT ARE " EAtonsae?”

“The objerticn has been maizsd.” =sii the re.
| porter, **that the wond - iaborer” in ihe teaty will
: sdmit of dangerous Intitude.”

* There is no sveh possibility ™ replicd Mr. Swifl,
“and for three ressens: Ist. The consirnction
pluced by Congress npon the woid will ¢ de-
eisive, 2. The Chinese commissioners conceded
the point by Jeaving out the word *mechanie,
upon which they bad inid much stoees.  al. There
are only two kinds of laborers—skilled niad nu-
skilled—and 1the wort jaborer covers bollh. To
enll a hod-carvier & Tabarer and not toeui! 2 wegver
onye is (o use the word in s narrowest sense. The
likelihood is that Congress will stretein it o in-
¢lude even physicians and those who labor vith
their brains. Why, the Thivese comunis=ioners
mised the isae, and sugeested that the term wonld
include even consuls.”

THE TREATY WILL BE CONFIRMED.

“Then you think, Mr, Swift.,” said the reporier,
finally, “that the treaty will be confirmed Ly the
Senate

“1 have no docbt of i1, heanswered : “and that
uot by any party vote, for Lam of the epinion that
both Republican and Democratie Senatars will ko
of accord as to the ireaty. What they will doafier-
wavd 55 T enaeting laws toentorce it 1 have no
idea.”

|

A Row -The Riol 2¢i Read.

1 axnow, Jan. 8. —Afer a meeting, which wss
sitended by 20000 miners al Lelgh yesterday, a mob
went 10 the Atherton collieries, and a desperate
ot ensued. Mussars, infanlry, and police wero
on the grennd. The 1iot act wes read. The hosars
t=on charged npon Gie meb.  Scveral miners sud
policemen were ipjured.
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